
Sample Critique  

Hello Joe, 

First, let me say that I find the voice in your poem very effective. I have a clear sense of the 
speaker’s persona. I can even relate to the speaker. We all know how difficult it can be to write a 
poem, or even a story. So you’ve got a great theme going here and it’s carried through in some 
of the images and events that occur throughout the poem. For instance, I like how the ringing 
phone interrupts the writer. I think this is a metaphor for how distracted he is from his work. In 
this class, our instructor has been telling us to “show and don’t tell.” This is a moment in the 
poem where the reader is being shown the obstacles in creating literature. I kind of wonder who 
is calling the guy.   

Okay, on to my concerns. As I said already, I like the theme of creative blockage that is already 
present in this draft. But I think that you can dig a little deeper to make this even more 
meaningful and specific to the speaker’s problem. Maybe let us know what kind of poetry he 
writes. Why does he tell us he’s a “batrachophagous man”? (I admit that I had to look this word 
up, which is a little distracting, too.) Why does he eat frogs and how does this relate to the 
poem’s main theme like I suspect the ringing telephone does? Creating a more specific and 
interesting title should help the reader understand the unique meaning of this piece, too.  

Speaking of “telling,” we’re “told” a lot in this poem. The speaker tells us, “I feel things,” and, 
“I am such a romantic man,” and that he eats frogs, and that the pressure he feels “seems like a 
lot.” Instead of telling us so much, the poem should show these emotions and qualities. As with 
the telephone, choose some meaningful, concrete images that are suggestive. Our instructor calls 
this subtext. 

Oh, and try to think of a better way to end your poem. “The end” has been used so many times, it 
kind of makes me remember all of the movies and other poems and stories that I’ve read, so I’m 
distracted from your work again.  

That’s about it. I really enjoyed reading this and I wish you the best in revision. I think with a  
few changes you’ll have something really special here. 

Your Peer 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Poem 

 

Oh where oh where to begin  

writing my poem?  

I feel things  

the phone rings  

and I wonder how will  

I ever begin writing my poem?!?! 

I am such a romantic man 

I’m a batrachophagous man 

Maybe I will answer the phone 

maybe not 

this seems like a lot. 

 

The end. 
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