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Why do Background Research

Background research prOVideS general information to An easy way to locate background research is in the
better understand a subject and provides useful library’s encyclopedias and dictionaries databases.
keywords to help you build a search. Dictionaries and Additional resources can be found on the web through a
encyclopedias are credible resources for background Google search or using a resource such as Wikipedia.
research.

How to Search for Encyclopedias and Dictionaries in the Library

1. Click on the Encyclopedias & Dictionaries button on the library’s homepage.
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2. Read the description of each database to determine if it will contain the type of information you
need.

Encyclopedias, Dictionaries & Reference

See the Credo Reference and SAGE Research Methods tip sheets for assistance using the resources

Are these Resources Scholarly? Background Research on the Web

No. Resources such as dictionaries and encyclopedias The internet is a great place to find background

aren’t considered scholarly because they’re written for a research on a topic; however, since anyone can publish
general audience to gain a basic understanding and don’t anything on the web, you need to be cautious about the
go through a rigorous peer-review process. Please reach sources you select. Guides to help determine the

out to your instructor for guidance before using one of trustworthiness of online resources include:

these resources to support your assignment. Instructors

have the final say as to whether a resource is appropriate
or not. * Evaluating Sources

* What is CRAAPO?

e SIFT Method

Feeling stuck with your research? Reach out to a librarian:

24/7 Library Tutoring | Phone Reference (866) 685-8089 M-Th 1 pm-5 pm | Email library@uagc.edu



https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/008f763b-f608-4af5-8a05-84f711b24ae8/1/What%20is%20CRAAPO.pdf
https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/420d54f6-c10c-4395-b5cc-6ec62a958837/1/Evaluating%20Sources.zip/story_html5.html
https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/1131a307-7dca-4447-9204-909cb767c70d/1/SIFT%20Infographic.pdf
https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/659fa108-4e83-4452-8f0b-593b06a19baa/1/Credo%20Reference%20tip%20sheet.pdf
https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/a8503fd1-b2b5-4873-80dd-de75bb79148a/1/Using%20SAGE%20Research%20Methods.pdf

	Background Research



