
 

Sample Literary Analysis Paragraph 

 

 

The character Ennis experiences an internal conflict that illustrates the 

shame he feels for living a life that is condemned by society. As a homosexual 

character during a time when homosexuality is seen as “unnatural” by the majority 

of society, Ennis has internalized this feeling of being unnatural and feels a conflict 

within himself of shame and unworthiness.  Even though Ennis loves his daughters 

very much, he pushes them away when he chooses not to see them for a long time 

after the Thanksgiving dinner with his ex-wife Alma and her new husband (Proulx, 

1997). In another scene, his daughter Alma Jr. asks her father if she and her sister 

can come live with him, but Ennis tells her no, claiming that he is not home enough 

to take care of them, although this is not true (Proulx, 1997). From these two events 

in the story, it might seem as though Ennis is escaping the responsibilities of being 

a father. However, he does pay child support and he does want to keep up with their 

lives. While Ennis will take responsibility for being a father, he feels that he has to 

distance them from his own life. Ennis feels shame for loving the wrong person—a 

man. And because he continues to be part of something that is seen as “unnatural” 

by society, he does not feel that he deserves his daughters in his life or that he 

should be a role model for his daughters. It is his internal conflict of shame brought 

on by societal ideals that causes him to be so distant from his daughters.  

Here, the student has 
provided examples of 

actions or dialogue 
from the story where 
she feels the conflict 

can be seen. 

The writer does not simply 
summarize the plot of the story. 
Instead, she makes a claim and 

supports it.  

 

This is where the 
student has included 

her analysis of parts of 
the story to show how 
she understands the 

conflict that the 
character is feeling. 

Here, the student has 
made a claim about the 
conflict the character is 

experiencing. 


